
Jesuit Martyrs – Today and Yesterday

Just a few weeks ago, on the afternoon of June 20, 2022, two Jesuit priests were
murdered while trying to protect a man who ran into the Jesuit parish church while being
pursued by an armed assailant in Cerocahui, Tarahumara, Mexico.  This region of
Mexico has suffered from drug-related organized crime for years, and the Jesuits noted
and expressed solidarity with the pain that the people they serve are experiencing due
to the prevailing violence. Luis Gerardo Moro Madrid SJ - Provincial, of the Jesuits of
Mexico wrote:

At this moment, we are working with the federal and state authorities to ensure the
safety of our Jesuit brothers Esteban Cornejo SJ, Jesús Reyes SJ, and Jesús Zaglul
SJ, and the pastoral team of the parish. We publicly condemn this tragedy and demand
a prompt investigation and safety for the community. I ask you to join us in prayer for
them.

Meanwhile, Father Arturo Sosa, the Father General of the Jesuits, informed the
Jesuits that Pope Francis will name a Seventeenth Century Jesuit Martyr, Father
Juan Solinas, a blessed of the Church. Here is a summary of Father Sosa’s letter to
the Jesuits.

On July 2, Pope Francis will proclaim blessed Jesuit Martyr Juan Antonio Solinas. In
1674, Fr Juan Antonio Solinas was sent from Europe to South America. Moved by
their desire to evangelize, the Jesuits had set out to find a way to link the villages in
Bolivia to their other missions. But the Chaco region, known as the "green desert",
which stretches from southern Bolivia to north-western Argentina, became a greater
apostolic challenge. The Chaco Gualamba was a place of injustice and ambition,
fierce indigenous resistance and armed repression. By 1763, more than twenty
Jesuits had lost their lives violently in those missions. Juan Solinas had stated that
he was willing to evangelize these groups and stay with them, not abandoning them,
giving them "the necessary food and all other possible assistance". Indeed,
according to the testimony of a contemporary, Solinas, who was self-effacing,
accustomed to suffering, docile and gentle in character and much loved by his
companions, "was a help to the poor, to whom he provided sustenance and
clothing; a doctor for the sick, whom he cured with great gentleness; and a universal
remedy for all the ills of the body. For this reason the Indians venerated him with the
affection of sons".

The missionary expedition organized in 1683 tried to establish peace among the
various indigenous groups that had ravaged the area and to bring about
reconciliation between the Creoles and the native peoples. While doing so, some



five hundred Toba, Mocoví and Mataguayo Indians appeared, along with several
caciques. For several days they surrounded and threatened them. On the morning
of 27 October 1683, the priests prayed and celebrated the Eucharist. Afterwards,
they spoke of God with their besiegers in a friendly tone. In the afternoon,
apparently spurred on by sorcerers from their clans, the attackers charged with
arrows, spears, clubs and sticks against the missionaries and all their companions,
cruelly murdering them. As an aboriginal from the mission who was able to escape
on horseback tells us, when Spanish troops arrived from Salta ready to carry out
justice, the priests prevented them from doing so saying: "We have come to convert
infidels, not to kill them".

Earlier, Solinas had asked the Provincial for one more Jesuit, with the following
profile: "First, he must be totally detached from the world and resolved to face
dangers and difficulties; secondly, his charity must be supreme, not at all fearful,
with a cheerful face, a big heart..." The missionaries were well aware of the
difficulties, but, at the same time, they lived their vocation with enthusiasm, devoted
to the natives.
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